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CONVENTION GOES TO CHICAGO 


Annual Meeti of the Allied Associations Will 
Be Held Week of January 23, 1938 


President Ralph O. Dulany has announced that the next 
annual convention of the National Canners Association, in 
conjunction with the annual meetings of the Canning Ma- 
chinery and Supplies Association and the National Food 
Brokers Association, will be held at Chicago the week of 
January 23, 1938. 


Owing to the increased requirements for rooms, and 
arrangements by which the formal meetings of both the 
National Canners Association and the National Food Brokers 
Association will be held on Monday and Tuesday of conven- 
tion week, the headquarters of the Canners Association and 
the Machinery and Supplies Association will be at the 
Stevens Hotel and their meetings will be held in that hotel, 
while the National Food Brokers Association will hold its 
meetings and have its headquarters at the Palmer House. 


Rooms in the Stevens Hotel will be reserved and assigned 
by the National Canners Association and the Canning Ma- 
chinery and Supplies Association for the use of their mem- 
bers. Rooms in the Palmer House will be reserved and 
assigned by the Food Brokers Association for its members. 
In addition, the three associations have arranged for accom- 
modations at the Blackstone, Harrison, Morrison and Con- 
gress hotels. Available rooms at the Blackstone and the 
Harrison will be largely for the use of members of the 
National Canners Association and Canning Machinery and 
Supplies Association, and those at the Morrison chiefly for 
members of the Food Brokers Association. Rooms at the 
Congress will be used to meet first the requirements of the 
National-American Wholesale Grocers Association. 


Reservations at the Stevens and Blackstone will be made 
by the National Canners Association for only bona fide mem- 
bers of the Association in good standing, but including pro- 
gram participants, members of the press, joint conference 
committee members, allied Association executives, and gov- 
ernment and other public officials. Reservations will be made 
for members of the National Canners Association at other 
hotels until the Association’s quota of rooms at such other 
hotels is exhausted. 


Association’s Protective Fund Plan 


ress reports of an address by President Ralph O. Dulany 
before the Tri-State Packers Association erroneously reported 
him as stating that under the Association's service in connec- 
tion with consumer complaints the Association stands the 
loss up to $1,000, 

In view of these reports the attention of members is called 
to the fact that the National Canners Association assumes no 
responsibility for the payment of judgments rendered or 


settlements made in connection with consumer complaints, 
but under the Protective Plan, which the Association put into 
effect in 1932, the trustees of a Special Protective Fund may, 
in their discretion and under certain specified conditions, con- 


tribute to the payment of judgments or settlements in excess 
of $1,000. 


NEW YORK LABELING LAW 


Under Earlier Ruli Would Not Apply to 
Manufactu Food Products 


As stated in last week's Lerrer, the Agriculture and 
Markets Law of the State of New York has been amended 
to provide that every open or closed package of fruits and 
vegetables shipped into the markets of New York State from 
another State shall be marked in terms of the official stand- 
ards and grades or classifications as promulgated from time 
to time by the Secretary of Agriculture of the United States, 
commonly known as U. S. grades. 


The section of the law that was amended defines farm 
products as including all “agricultural * * * vegetable and 
fruit products of the soil.” 


These provisions have never been construed to apply to 
canned foods. On the contrary, there is an opinion of the 
Attorney General of the State of New York rendered in 1913, 
when there was under consideration the question of whether 
or not commission merchants selling only canned fruits and 
vegetables should be required to furnish a bond such as is 
required of commission merchants dealing in farm products, 
to the effect that such a bond was not necessary. That stat- 
ute contained a similar provision defining farm produce as 
including all “agricultural, * * * vegetable and fruit prod- 
ucts of the soil,” ete., and the Attorney General said: 

“There is nothing in this section that covers canned goods 
specifically and their sale should not cause the owner to 
execute a bond to the State and receive a license from the 
State for the reason that canned goods have ceased to be a 
farm produce in the strict sense of the word, and should be 
classed as manufactured articles.” 


Verhulst Succeeds Burr in Wisconsin Association 


Mr. Marvin Verhulst, of Madison, has been appointed 
executive secretary of the Wisconsin Canners Association 
to succeed Mr. Harvey R. Burr who resigned to become dis- 
trict manager for the Crown Can Company. The new 
executive secretary, who is the son of Mr. Henry Verhulst 
of the Calumet-Dutch Packing Company, Sheboygan, Wis- 
consin, is a graduate of the Wisconsin College of Law, and 
for the past year has been Chief Examiner for the Wisconsin 
Compensation Division. He is a brother of Mr. Gordon 
Verhulst, chairman of the Beet and Carrot Section of the 
National Canners Association. 
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Department Store Sales in April 


The total value of department store sales showed little 
change from March to April and the Federal Reserve Board's 
seasonally adjusted index, which makes an allowance for the 
early date of Easter this year, remained at the March level. 
Total sales in April were 4 per cent larger and in the first 
four months of the year 12 per cent larger than in the corre- 
sponding periods last year. 


CANNED MILK CENSUS 
Preliminary Figures for 1935 Announced by the 


Census Bureau 


Preliminary statistics from the census of manufactures for 
1935 on the production of butter, cheese, and condensed and 
evaporated milk have been issued by the Census Bureau, in 
which the following figures are given for condensed and 
evaporated products: 


CONDENSED 1933 1935 
Made from whole milk: 
Case 
84,518,816 53,634,339 
$5, , 606 $4,545, 869 
Bulk goods— 
79,819,476 90,576, 166 
Meds skim milk: 
Case goods— 
5, 836, 166 1,881,096 
$279 , 060 $132,574 
Bulk goods— 
104, 501,656 118,073 , 456 
$3 , 828 , 765 $4,953 , 360 
Made from whole milk: 
Case goods— 
Bulk goods— 
77,091,085 109 , 733 ,472 
$3,242,021 $4,896,519 
Made trom skim milk: 
87,561,027 150,034, 163 
$2,140,176 $3,658, 167 


* Includes wh condensed milk (unsweetened). 
Includes 


* milk in 1935 but not in 1933. 


Annual Convention of Retail Grocers 


The fortieth annual convention of the National Association 
of Retail Grocers will be held in Boston on June 20th-24th, 
with the convention theme’ “equality of opportunity.” The 
features of the first day's meeting will be a welcoming address 
by the governor of Massachusetts, with response from the 
President of the Association, and the submission of various 
annual reports. The second day's session will be devoted to 
discussion of topics of interest to retail grocers, such as 
advertising, cost of handling fruits and vegetables, and profit 
margins, and a number of addresses on Federal and State 
legislation. The third and fourth days will be devoted to 
further discussion of topics of interest to retail grocers, the 
election of officers, and final reports from the various com- 
mittees. A number of entertainment features have been 
scheduled for the convention, including tours of a number 
of places of historic interest. 


Correction on Mushroom Imports 


Imports of canned mushrooms during the first quarter of 
1936 were incorrectly reported in last week's INFORMATION 
Letter as 846,669 pounds valued at $27,341. The figures 
should have been 84,669 pounds valued at $27,341. The 
incorrect statement was due to a typographical error in the 
monthly bulletin from which the figures were compiled. 


New Applications for Membership 


Following is a list of canners making application for mem- 
bership in the Association since March 20th of this year. 
The Inrormation Letter of that date carried a list of those 
who made application between January 9th and March 20th. 


Forest Grove Canning Co., Inc., Portland, Ore. 
Fuller Canneries Company, South Dayton, N. Y. 
Gulf Packing Company, Cordova, Alaska. 
Holmes Packing Corporation, Eastport, Me. 
Orleans County Canning Company, Albion, N. Y. 
Saulsbury Canning Company, Hanover, Pa. 
Sunny Slope Farm, San Jose, Calif. 


UNSOLD CANNED SALMON STOCKS 


In the following table showing the unsold stocks of canned salmon on April 30, 1937, as compared with stocks at the 
end of the preceding month and on the corresponding date in 1936, the figures represent the following number of companies 
and percentages of the total pack: For April 30 and March 31, 1937—92 companies and 99.7 per cent of 1936 pack; for 


April 30, 1936—72 companies and 98 per cent of 1935 pack. 


Grades or varieties 


Alaska Rods...... 


Talls Flats 
a pound) (1 pound) 


Total Total Total 
Halves April 30, Mar. 31, April 30, 
(8 doz.) 1937 1937 1936 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
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Chinocks or Kings: 

| 216 9,026 19 ,688 28 ,930 20,185 38, 861 

Standard ie 1,734 8,603 10,220 20,557 17,851 17,689 

Pale....... 603 1,230 1,833 1,455 3,986 

White 712 1,279 322 808 

179 , 836 11,078 20,293 211,207 239,461 228 

Cohoes, Silvers, Medium Reds : tre 25 , 266 2,963 1,596 29,825 30,937 54,110 
Pinks 11,943 473,746 630,545 919,847 ( 
Chum 769 52, 888 66, 207 172,955 

Blueb oasis 829 829 783 1,363 

36 56 1,208 1,300 1,252 6,304 
35,135 78, 182 840,020 1,026,143 1,525,388 


= 
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LIMA BEAN ACREAGE 


Government Report Indicates 35 Per Cent Increase 
Over Plantings in 1936 


An intended increase of 35 per cent in the 1937 acreage 
of green lima beans for manufacture over 1936 plantings is 
reported by representative processors. This includes both 
canning and frozen pack. If the April intentions are not 
modified, the planted lima bean acreage for 1937 will amount 
to 46,380 acres compared with 34,440 acres (revised) planted 
in 1936 and 29,220 acres planted in 1935. 

The following table indicates, by groups of States, the 
acreage which would result if these April intentions to con- 
tract and plant are carried out. These intended acreages 
may be modified considerably before plantings are actually 
made and, therefore, are not to be considered as planted 
acreages for the coming season. 


Intended in 1937 
Planted As cent Acres 
State 1935 1 1936 indicated 
Acres Acres Per cent Acres 
Maryland... 
Other States a...... 4,720 5,640 155.7 8,780 


Total all States. 29,220 34,440 134.7 46,380 


a “Other States” include Colorado, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, and W 


Plantings in earlier years were as follows: 1932, 17,930 
acres; 1933, 17,460 acres; 1934, 25,250 acres. 


SOCIAL SECURITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 


Will Cooperate with Senate Committee and 
Security Board in Studying Amendments 


Senator Pat Harrison, Chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee, and Arthur J. Altmeyer, Chairman of the Social 
Security Board, have announced the appointment of an Ad- 
visory Council on Social Security to assist in studying the 
advisability of amending Titles II and VIII (Old-Age Bene- 
fits) of the Social Security Act. The Advisory Council will 
he called together within the next thirty days for a pre- 
liminary discussion of the subjects concerning which its 
advice is sought. 

At a hearing before the Senate Committee on Finance on 
February 22nd, it was agreed that the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee would name a special committee to cooperate with the 
Social Security Board to study the advisability of amending 
the two Titles, and he appointed to this committee Senators 
Pat Harrison, Harry Flood Byrd, and Arthur H. Vandenburg. 
|: was agreed that this special committee in cooperation with 
the Secial Security Board would appoint an Advisory Council. 

The announcement of the appointment of the Advisory 


Council stated that its cooperation was desired to consider the 
following matters: 


|. The advisability of commencing payment of monthly 
benefits under Title II sooner than January 1, 1942; 


2. The advisability of increasing the monthly benefits pay- 
able under Title II for those retiring in the early years; 

3. The advisability of extending the benefits in Title II to 
persons who become incapacitated prior to age 65; 

4. The advisability of extending the benefits of Title II to 
survivors of individuals entitled to such benefits; 

5. The advisability of increasing the taxes less rapidly 
under Title VIII; 

6. The advisability of extending the benefits under Title 
II to include groups now excluded; 


7. The size, character and disposition of reserves; 


8. Any other questions concerning the Social Security Act 
about which either the Special Senate Committee or the 
Social Security Board may desire the advice of the Advisory 
Council. 

The Social Security Board announced that it would not 
recommend any fundamental changes in the Social Security 
Act to this Congress, but would only make recommendations 
as regards matters of immediate concern regarding which 
there appears to be rather general agreement. The Board 
stated that most of the proposed amendments are designed to 
improve the administrative features of the Act as it is now 
written, 

The Advisory Council is made up of twenty-four members, 
six representing employees, six representing employers, and 
twelve representing the public. 


PROGRESS OF PEA CROP 


Summary of Conditions on May Ist as Reported 
to Crop Reporting boast 


The following State summaries on green peas for canning 
were compiled by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics from 
canners’ reports to the Crop Reporting Board, on or about 
May 1. Since it is too early in most sections to report condi- 
tion of the growing crop, the summaries are meant to show, 
in a general way, progress of planting, soil and weather con- 
ditions and, in a few areas, the present state of growth. The 
reports refer to May 1, with no allowance for growing condi- 
tions since that date. 


Maine: General farm work, including spring plowing, is 
commencing, and moisture conditions are satisfactory. 
Weather continues cool. 


New York: Preparation of ground for green peas has 
been hampered by heavy and frequent rains. Most growers 
are from ten days to two weeks ind schedule with their 
operations. Temperatures are near normal, however, and 
conditions for seed already in the ground are favorable for 
good germination. 

Pennsytvania: Growers have succeeded in getting most 
of the acreage for canning peas planted, and germination is 

ood, Local heavy showers have done some spotted damage 
y washing hillsides and submerging low spots. Tempera- 
tures are seasonable. 


Onno: Planting is in progress. Temperatures are moderate 
and soil moisture is plentiful. Sunshine is needed. Germina- 
tion of first planted fields is good. 

InpDIANA: The season is about two weeks late; frequent 
rains have interfered with farm operations; sunshine and 
warmer weather would be 

Int1nois: Growers are handicapped in farm operations by 
heavy rains. The season is nearly two weeks late and some 


5244 INFORMATION LETTER 


canners fear it may be difficult to get all of the acreage con- 


tracted. 

Micuican: Rains and unsettled weather have retarded 
progress in planting. The soil is amply supplied with 
moisture. 

Wisconsin: Rains have interfered with planting in the 
southern part of the State and unseasonably cold, wet weather 
has seriously handicapped growers in their efforts to carry on 
necessary farm work. Sunshine and warmer weather are 
necessary before planting can be resumed. Conditions in 
the northern part of the State are nearer normal and farm 
work is in progress about on schedule. 

Minnesota: Planting operations, which were started about 
on schedule, have been interfered with by intermittent rains, 
and the season is now about ten days late. First planted seed 
is germinating satisfactorily. 

Iowa: Rainfall has been excessive and sunshine deficient. 
The growers are handicapped in the preparation of seedbeds 
by these conditions. 

Decaware-Marytann: The crop is growing under favor- 
able conditions. Moisture conditions are satisfactory and 
sunshine ample. Stands are generally good. 

Uran: Planting is in progress and nearing completion in 
some areas. Soil moisture is plentiful for good germination. 

Ornecon-Wasuincton: Excessive rains in the western part 
of these two States have seriously interfered with planting 
operations, and the seasons is two or three weeks late. Tem- 
peratures in eastern Washington and Oregon are slightly be- 
low normal, and excessive cool, cloudy weather is retarding 
the progress of the crop. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
Carlot ee as oo by the Bureau of Agricultural 


ment of Agriculture 

Week ending— Season total to— 

May8 May8 Mayl May8 May8 

VEGETABLES 1936 1997 1937 1936 1937 

Beans, snap and lima 424 183 175 5,388 6,014 

Tomatoes.......... 896 529 793 8,357 10,100 

Green ae, 321 357 3,143 1,920 

170 93 238 7,326 8,030 
Others: 

Domestic, compet- 


ing directly.... 6,175 5,472 4,452 98,255 101,029 
Imports competing 


2 20 12 614 
Indirectly... .. 1 19 18 1,845 1,716 
Fruits 
Citrus, domestic.... 3,143 3,185 3,077 86,906 102,531 
Imports... ... 17 12 9 519 134 


Others, domestic.... 1,666 1,315 1,073 20,421 23,415 


Norway's Canned Fish Exports 


The United States took about half the canned fish exported 
from Norway in 1936, according to the American consul at 
Bergen, while most of the remainder went to Great Britain 
and its colonies. The following table shows the destination 
of the Norwegian exports during the last three years: 


1934 1935 1936 

Tons Tons Tons 
Great Britain................. 8,958 9,446 9,625 
South Africa—Zambesi........ 1,313 1,207 1,048 
10,478 16,638 18,874 
Australia. . 2,359 2,790 2,939 


Canned Citrus Shipments from Florida to West 
Coast 


Shipments of canned citrus products from Tampa to the 
Pacific Coast in April totaled 138,320 cases of canned fruit 
and juice and 9,776 cases of canned juice, as compared with 
102,044 cases and 10,169 cases, respectively, in March. These 
figures were compiled by the Jacksonville office of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 


FRUIT CROP PROSPECTS 


General Situation in Early May as Reported to 
Agricultural Economics Bureau 


The following summaries of the prospects for various fruit 
crops of interest to canners, issued by the Bureau of Agricul- 
tural Economics, represent the general situation as it appeared 
on May Ist: 


Appces.—In general, there has been no unusual damage to 
apple trees or buds from winter temperatures or spring frosts. 
Bud development has been delayed by cool spring weather, 
but prospects appear good in practically all important apple 
producing areas. 

Peacnes.—Peach prospects for the 1937 season are vari- 
able, ranging from a light prospective production in the 10 
Southern States to good prospects in some of the Eastern 
States and in California. In the 10 Southern States (North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas), fruit buds 
were damaged severely by freezes in February and March. 
Prospective production in these States, as indicated by condi- 
tion of the crop on May 1, is 27 per cent less than the crop 
of 1936 and 32 per cent below the 5-year (1928-32) produe- 
tion. Indicated production for 1937 totals 9,963,000 bushels 
compared with 13,711,000 bushels in 1936 and the 5-year 
average of 14,581,000 bushels. In California the present out- 
look is for good crops of both clingstone and freestone varie- 
ties of peaches. Condition of clingstones on May 1 was re- 
ported at 88 per cent of normal compared with the 5-year 
(1928-32) May 1 average of 76 per cent; condition of free- 
stones was 84 per cent compared with the average of 79 per 
cent. Thinning of clingstones is in progress over the south- 
ern half of the San Joaquin Valley and will be starting soon 
in other important producing areas. 

Prars.—In general, conditions during April were favorable 
for pears, and buds developed with relatively little frost dam- 
age. In the North Atlantic and the North Central States con- 
tinued cool, wet weather has retarded bud development. The 
delayed opening of buds has reduced spring frost hazards and 
present prospects point to a good to excellent bloom in most 
of these States. In the South Atlantic States conditions have 
been relatively favorable and there has been a good bloom in 
most areas. In the South Central States, as a result of 
spring freezes, the crop is irregular and production may be 
below average. Conditions in California during April were 
generally favorable. There was practically no frost damage 
and prospects are above average. Bartlett pears appear to 
have a heavier set than the late shipping varieties. In the 
Pacific Northwest the weather has been cool and the season 
is somewhat later than usual. There has been no frost dam- 
age. The moisture supply is ample and prospects are favor- 
able. In Idaho the bloom is late due to cool weather durin 
— and April. Present indications point to a good set o 

uds. 

Cuernies.-In most of the important cherry producing 
States the season is from two to three weeks later than usual. 
(Continued on page 5246) 
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DISTRIBUTION OF CANNING AND PRESERVING INDUSTRY 


A preliminary summary, by States, of the number of establishments, salaries, wages, costs of materials, and output 
of the canning and preserving industry has been issued by the Census Bureau, supplementing the statistics on the output 
of the various products of this industry which appeared in the Inrormation Letter for March 27th. The figures cover 
five groups of establishments producing, respectively, the following classes of articles: Canned vegetables and soups; 
canned fruits, and canned and bottled juices; dried fruits; preserves, jams, jellies, and fruit butters; pickles, salad 
dressing, ketchup, sauces, and miscellaneous products. The summary follows: 
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Virginia 

W ashington 12,341,043 
West Virginia 19 736,521 
Wisconsin 168 5,341 17,010,293 
Other States d 15 154 05,43 82,1 741,019 


2,744 = 10,206 116,298 19,206,704 70,612,276 409,145,771 


a Not including data for employees of central administrative offices. 


b The item for wage earners is an average of the numbers reported for the several months of the year. Canners were directed 
to report the number shown by the pay roll for the week that ended nearest the 15th day of each month, or for some other - 
tative week. In seasonal industries, like canning, employment is intermittent to such an extent that the number of whose 
names appear on the pay roll for a given week is likely to be much larger than the number of persons that would have required 
to perform the same amount of work if employed on a full-time basis. Moreover, if a cannery was operated during only one or two 
wecks in a given month, an active week would euvtalaly be selected as a representative week. For these reasons, the averages caleu- 
lated from the figures reported for the several months are far in excess of the numbers of wage earners that would have been required 
to perform the work in the industry if this work had been carried on regularly during the entire year. It follows, therefore, that the 

uctient obtained by dividing the total w paid in the industry, or in a given State, by the number of wage earners is far below 
the amount that would have received by a wage earner working during the entire year on a full-time basis. 


c Included in figure for “Other States” to avoid disclosing, exactly or approximately, compensation paid to individual employees. 


d Arizona, 2 establishments; Kansas, 3; New Hampshire, 2; New Mexico, 3; North Dakota, 1; Rhode Island, 3; Wyoming, 1. 
Figures combined to avoid disclosing, exactly or approximately, any data for individual establishments. 


e Of this amount, $63,261 represents salaries of employees in States covered by footnote (6). 
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Number Salaried Wage Cost of 
ofestab- officers earners materials, Value of Value 
lish- andem- (average) Salaries Wages containers, products added by 
_ ments ployesa b fuel, power manufacture 
5 18 161 $83 ,094 $762,679 $1,042,774 $280,095 
65 52 1,391 $38 ,037 205,412 080,501 1,555,354 474,853 
389 1,871 30,746 3,878,367 21,185,336 113,984,595 174,011,865 60,027,270 
ee 24 95 948 186,948 494,279 2,213,480 3,682,765 1,469, 285 
5 13 77 (e) 63,531 271,997 418, 288 146,291 
0 41 88 842 5,516,065 2,063 , 223 
52 201 3, 349 11,569, 161 4,796,812 
57 065 3,043,866 1.026.801 
REET ere 10 23 838 943 , 207 452 , 369 
Massachusetts.............. 
r 
r 
n 318, 183 
Vermont cee 102 , 889 
e 8,370,760 2,955 , 409 
‘ 20,387,173 8,046, 130 
1,344,290 607 , 769 
e 26,352,815 9,342,522 
: 1,117,562 376,543 
S619 614,032 240, 498, 261 
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FRUIT CROP PROSPECTS 
(Continued from page 5244) 


In the Eastern States (New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
Michigan) there has been no freeze damage. There was a 
good set of buds, and a heavy bloom is developing in those 
areas where trees have reached the blossom stage. In Mon- 
tana, Idaho, and Colorado the trees still show effects of the 
1935-36 winter and spring freezes. There was little damage 
during the past winter, however, and prospects are generally 
favorable. In the Pacific Northwest trees are in good condi- 
tion; there is an ample supply of moisture and present pros- 
pects are favorable for a good crop. In California there was 
a heavy bloom in all areas, with Royal Annes relatively 
heavier than shipping varieties. Rains at blossom time, 
however, caused some damage and the resultant drop may 
be heavy. No reports have been received of winter damage 
to cherries in Utah. 

Ptums ano Prunes.—In California plum prospects are 
variable. The bloom was very heavy but rains have injured 
blossoms and reports indicate some brown rot damage. 
Present indications are for a heavy prune crop, but it is too 
early to determine the effect of rains during the blossom 
period. In Washington indications point to a small crop of 
prunes; the bloom was light as a result of weather conditions 
and thrip damage. With no winter damage, prospects are 
for a good prune crop in Oregon. The season is late, but 
there is an ample supply of moisture at present. The condi- 
tion of the Michigan plum crop is unusually favorable. In 
Idaho prospects are for a good crop of prunes. 

Apnicots.—Condition of the California apricot crop is 
ahove average, although brown rot has taken a heavy toll in 
some localities. 

Graperruit.—The estimated total grapefruit production 
for 1936-37 amounts to 28,620,000 boxes compared with 
18,308,000 in 1935-36 and with the 5-year (1928-32) average 
of 14,730,000 boxes. Harvesting of the Texas crop is com- 

lete and most of the present supply is coming from Florida. 

ruit yet to move from this State is nearly all of the seedless 
variety. To date, car-lot shipments of Florida grapefruit are 
two-fifths larger than the total season shipments of 1935-36. 
Shipments and canning of Florida grapefruit probably will 
begin to decline by the middle of May. Picking of the 
Arizona crop was about 70 per cent complete on May 1; 
harvesting of the California crop will continue through the 
summer months. 


TRUCK CROP PRODUCTION 


Forecasts Issued by Government on Various Crops 
of Interest to Canners 


The following summaries, issued by the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics, briefly review the early May prospects 
for various truck crops. 


Aspanacus.—A forecast of asparagus production in the 
late group of States indicates a commercial crop of 2,868,000 
crates (24 pound) compared with 3,043,000 crates harvested 
in 1936, a decrease of 6 per cent. Preliminary reports from 
growers indicate plans for utilizing a considerable portion of 
the total asparagus crop for canning and cold-pack. The 
country’s total commercial asparagus acreage for cutting 
this year is 107,570 acres, which is only slightly above the 
1936 harvested acreage. Total production is expected to 
be less than a year ago chiefly on account of the pro- 
longed cool spring weather in many early and late States. 
en growth was retarded and yields will be correspondingly 
ower. 


Snap Beans.—Production of the spring crop of snap beans 
in Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, and South Caro- 
lina is expected to be 20 per cent larger then last year’s pro- 
duction, or 1,576,000 bushels this year compared with 
1,309,000 bushels in 1936. Acreage has been increased over 
that of a year ago in all States except in Georgia, where it 
is the same as in 1936. Conditions on May 1 indicated 
that yields per acre in Alabama, Georgia, and South Caro- 
lina will be above those of a year ago but in Louisiana and 
Mississippi cold weather and storm damage have reduced 
prospective yields considerably below the 1936 yields. In- 
dicated yields in all States except Mississippi are below 
average. 

Green Peas.—A production of 382,000 bushels of green 
peas is forecast for North Carolina and Virginia, the two 
earliest shipping States of the intermediate group, compared 
with 278,000 bushels in 1936. Although this indicated pro- 
duction is 37 per cent larger than last years crop it is 15 
per cent smaller than the 5-year (1928-32) average produc- 
tion of 450,000 bushels in these two States. The reported 
acreage shows a decrease below both 1936 and average (1928- 
32), but yields per acre are expected to be well above those 
of a year ago and about average. 

Green Perpers.—There are 440,000 bushels of green pe 
pers expected to be produced for the spring crop in Florida 
this year which is less than half the quantity produced last 
spring (1,125,000 bushels). This decrease is partly due to 
some of the winter plantings of a year ago being late and 
carried over and included with the spring crop acreage. An- 
other factor in the reduced production is the lower yield 
indicated by May 1 conditions. 

Strawsernies.—The production of strawberries in the 
intermediate States (California, other, Delaware, Illinois, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey and 
Oklahoma) is expected to be 2,010,000 crates (24 quart) 
compared with 1,951,000 crates in 1936 and the 5-year (1928- 
32) average production of 2,868,000 crates. Carlot ship- 
ments from Florida and Texas are about over for this season. 
Shipments from Louisiana continue heavy this week but will 
decline by the last week of May. Alabama will continue to 
ship a few cars for the next week or two and during this 
period shipments from Mississippi should pick up. During 
the latter two weeks of May supplies of berries should in- 
crease from North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas. 
Strawberries from Virginia should be on the markets be- 
ginning next week and rail or truck shipments will begin in 
volume by May 24. 


Cold Storage Stocks 


The following table shows the holdings of certain fruits 
and vegetables in cold storage as reported by the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics: 


Mar. 1, Apr.1, May |, 
1937 1987 
1,000 lbs. 1,000 lbs. 1,000 lbs. 
Frozen and preserved fruits: 
Serawherries.............. 9,631 6,594 5,361 
Blueberries............... 2,357 2,165 1,890 
6,558 4,981 
Other fruits.............. 32,967 28,772 
Frozen vegetables: 
ee 2,267 2,161 1,945 
757 733 628 
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CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Senate Passes Agricultural Appropriation Bill— 
Hearings Held on Various Measures 


During the past week the Senate debated and passed on 
May 13th the Agricultural Department Appropriation bill 
(items of particular interest to canners are noted elsewhere 
in the Letter); House subcommittees considered two trade 
regulation bills introduced by Representative Patman; the 
quota provisions of the sugar bill were again redrafted by 
the House Committee on Agriculture; and subcommittee of 
the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, 
which has had the Lea bill (H. R. 5854) to amend the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission Act under consideration, agreed to a 
change designed to reconcile the language of the advertising 
control section of that bill with the Chapman bill (H. R. 
300) to amend the Food and Drugs Act. During the coming 
week the subcommittee intends to begin work on food and 
drug legislation. 


The House Judiciary Committee subcommittee, which con- 
ducted a hearing on Representative Patman’s bill (H. R. 
4726) to prohibit reciprocal sales, was told by Mr. Patman 
that the bill was necessary to prevent evasions of the Price 
Discrimination Act. The hearing adjourned until May 17th 
after one other witness was heard, a proponent of the bill 
representing independent tire dealers. 

A subcommittee of the House Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce Committee decided on May 12th to table for the time 
being Mr. Patman’s proposal (H. R. 4722) to prohibit manu- 
facturers who sell to wholesalers, jobbers, or retail dealers 
from also selling to retail consumers, when such sales tend 
to lessen competition. 

The number of can sizes that might be used in the sale and 
distribution of canned fruits, vegetables, and milk would be 
fixed by the terms of a bill (H. R. 6964) introduced on May 
lith by Representative Sauthoff of Wisconsin. The stated 
purpose of the proposal is “to prevent fraud and deception 
in containers or measures used in the sale and distribution 
of canned fiuits and vegetables, and canned milk.” Seven 
standard sanitary-type containers would be established as 
legal sizes for fruits and vegetables, namely, one gallon, one- 
half gallon, one-fourth gallon, three-sixteenths gallon, one- 
eighth gallon, one-sixteenth gallon, and one-thirty-second gal- 
lon. The standard containers (vent-hole type) for milk would 
be limited to one gallon, one pint, and one-half pint sizes. 

Three bills have recently been introduced to change the 
duty on canned pork. Representative Thompson of Illinois 
in H. R. 6911, introduced on May 11th, would amend the Reve- 
nue Act of 1932 by adding a provision levying a tax of 6 cents 
per pound on preserved pork. Such a tax would be in addi- 
tion to the duty of 344 cents per pound prescribed in the 
Tariff Act of 1930. The 344 cents per pound duty of the 
Tariff Act would be increased to 6 cents per pound by Sena- 
tor Capper’s bill (S. 2236) proposed on April 22nd. The 
third bill CH. R. 6806) would amend the Tariff Act of 1930 
by exempting canned pork from the duty of 3% cents per 
pound now charged under Par. 703 of the Act, thereby putting 
such products under Par. 706 and subject to a duty of 6 cents 
per pound or 20 per cent ad valorem. The bill was intro- 
duced on May 3rd by Representative Coffee of Nebraska. 


Two Bulletins Sent to Members 


Two publications are being mailed to all members of the 
Association this week. One is a bulletin containing the 1936 
pack figures on canned fruits; the other is the address on the 
labeling question made by President Ralph O. Dulany at the 
annual convention of the United States Wholesale Grocers 
Association in New Orleans. 


Binders for Information Letter 


Many members of the Association have found it advan- 
tageous to preserve a file of the weekly INronmMaTION LetTers, 
and the Association has arranged to furnish binders that will 
hold the issues for an entire year at the nominal price of 
$1.00 each, postpaid. These ring binders carry the lettering 
“INroRMATION Letrer” on the back, and will be found a 
most convenient way in which to maintain a file. 


AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATIONS 


Senate Approves Further Increases in Funds for 
Activities of Interest to Canners 


The Senate in passing on May 13th the bill making appro- 
priations for the Department of Agriculture for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1938, reduced the total appropriation 
to $571,261,242, which is $56,767,989 less than the sum author- 
ized in the bill as passed by the House, but it did not elimi- 
nate the House increases in funds for various activities that 
are of particular interest to canners. 

The Inrormation Lerrer for April 24th noted the in- 
creased funds that would be made available for various phases 
of the work of the Department of Agriculture in which canners 
are particularly interested. The following list gives these 
items and makes note of those in which the Senate granted 
more funds than were authorized by the House. 

Japanese beetle control, increased by $25,000, making a 
total of $425,000. 

Sweet potato weevil control, increased by $50,000, making 
a total of $100,000. 

Enforcement of Food and Drugs Act, increased by $50,000, 
making a total of $1,750,000. 

Phony peach and peach mosaic eradication, a total of 
$59,856. 

Truck crop and garden insects: For investigations to de- 
velop methods for controlling the weevil and other insects 
attacking peas, $10,162; for investigation and development of 
more effective control methods of the tomato insects, including 
fruit worm, horn worm and pin worm, $5,000. 

Investigation of tomato diseases, $14,000. 


Insect pest survey and identification: For additional person- 
nel to analyze and interpret data furnished by cooperators 
on the distribution and abundance of insect pests, $10,000. 

Fruit insects: For expanding research on the insect trans- 
mission of peach diseases, $15,969. 

Study of factors influencing the production of higher qual- 
ity deciduous fruits, $15,000. 

Mexican fruit fly control: For additional inspectors to en- 
force sanitary requirements on which certification of citrus 


fruit produced in the Rio Grande Valley is based, $15,000; 
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for additional facilities for spraying and control work necessi- 
tated by an expansion of the citrus area in bearing, $5,000. 

For extending the grading and certification service on 
canned fruits and vegetables to additional markets, $8,000 
(to be used to place inspectors at San Francisco and New 
York City). 

The bill will now return to the House where the Senate 
amendments will be considered. 


TRADE AGREEMENT PROCEDURE 


Committee for Reciprocity Information Recon- 
stituted with Henry F. Grady as Chairman 


The Committee for Reciprocity Information has been re- 
constituted by the State Department so that it will hereafter 
comprise practically the same personnel as that of the Com- 
mittee on Trade Agreements, thus making it in effect the 
agency both to hear the views of witnesses at public hearings 
and receive briefs and to make recommendations to the Secre- 
tary of State and the President as the basis for negotiating 
trade agreements. Heretofore the Committee on Reciprocity 
Information has held hearings and analyzed evidence and 
arguments, thus serving as an examining agency for the 
Committee on Trade Agreements, which made the final recom- 
mendations to the Secretary of State and the President. 


The State Department's announcement of the reorganiza- 
tion of the interdepartmental trade-agreement set-up also 
called attention to the new procedure by which the Committee 
on Reciprocity Information makes known to interested per- 
sons the products upon which changes in rates or the binding 
of existing duties are to be considered. As was noted in the 
Inrormation Letter for April 17th, the announcement re- 
garding the negotiations to be undertaken with Ecuador 
named the specific import items that might be affected by 
the proposed reciprocal trade agreement. In the announce- 
ment of the proposed negotiations with Czechoslovakia, it 
was pointed out that the list of products on which the United 
States will consider granting concessions would be made 
known prior to the time that the hearings are set. 


The announcement as given out by the State Department 
follows: 


“The Secretary of State announced on May 13th, on behalf 
of the Executive Committee on Commercial Policy, that the 
Committee for Reciprocity Information has been recon- 
stituted in such a way as to integrate it even more closely 
than heretofore with the rest of the interdepartmental trade- 
agreements organization. 

“This closer integration has been accomplished mainly by 
designating as members of the Committee for Reciprocity 
Information those officers of the Government who are at the 
same time members of the Committee on Trade Agreements. 
It has been accomplished in part also by the designation of 
Mr. Henry F. Grady as Chairman of the Committee for 
Reciprocity Information and a member of the Committee on 
Trade Agreements. Mr. Grady, former Chief of the Division 
of Trade Agreements in the Department of State and former 
Chairman of the Committee on Trade Agreements, was re- 
cently appointed United States Tariff Commissioner to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death last January of the Honor- 
able Thomas Walker Page who, at the time of his death, was 
Vice-Chairman of the Tariff Commission and Chairman of 
the Committee for Reciprocity Information. 


“It is believed that the Committee as reconstituted will be- 
come even more closely integrated than heretofore with the 
rest of the organization, to the advantage of both the public 
and the Government. This development supplements the 
other changes in organization and procedure which have 
been made from time to time with a view to ensuring the 
fullest practicable contact between private persons and the 
Government in the work involved in the negotiation of trade 
agreements in the national interest. 


“The Committee for Reciprocity Information was estab- 
lished by the President's Executive Order No. 6750 of June 
27, 1934, to receive the views of persons interested in pro- 
posed trade agreements with foreign countries. It has pro- 
vided a single and convenient channel through which such 
persons have been able to place their information and views, 
presented in writing or at the public hearings which precede 
the conclusion of each trade agreement, before all of the 
agencies of the Government represented in the interdepart- 
mental wy organization. As announced on De- 
cember 29, 1936, the Committee welcomes information and 
views concerning the operation of trade agreements in force, 
and with reference to other aspects of the trade-agreements 
program, as well as in regard to proposed trade agreements. 

“Under the procedure adopted in connection with the pro- 
posed trade agreements with Ecuador and Czechoslovakia, 
domestic producers, importers and other interested persons 
are saved the trouble and expense of submitting briefs, or of 
making statements at the public hearings, in regard to im- 
ported products not under consideration for the granting of 
concessions (reductions or bindings of existing duties) to 
the foreign country. This results from the publication, at 
the time public notice is given of intention to negotiate, of a 
list of products under consideration for the granting of con- 
cessions. The list is drawn up with the aid of suggestions 
submitted to the Committee for Reciprocity Information 
pursuant to an earlier public announcement stating that the 
negotiation of a trade agreement is contemplated and request- 
ing suggestions as to products—exports as well as imports— 
. be considered in connection with the contemplated negotia- 
tions.” 
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